Genesis 45 — the Unveiling

Joseph Provides for His Brothers and Family

Gen 45:1-2 Then Joseph could not restrain himself before all those who stood by him, and he cried out,
"Make everyone go out from me!" So no one stood with him while Joseph made himself known to his
brothers. And he wept aloud, and the Egyptians and the house of Pharaoh heard it.

Joseph clears the room.

This time Joseph could not get out of the room. He just breaks down and begins to weep. No one knows
why except Joseph. His own brethren at this time do not know, and the servants who are there do not
know. Now there is no further reason for Joseph to conceal his identity from them, as he has fully tested
his brethren.

Let me repeat that the day is coming when the Lord Jesus Christ is going to make Himself known unto His
brethren, the Jews. When He came the first time, “he came unto his own, and his own received him not”
(Joh_1:11). In fact, they delivered Him up to be crucified. But when He comes the second time, He will
make Himself known to His own people. “And one shall say unto him, What are these wounds in thine
hands? Then he shall answer, Those with which | was wounded in the house of my friends” (Zec_13:6).
Christ will make Himself known to His brethren. And “in that day there shall be a fountain opened to the
house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness” (Zec_13:1). It will be a
family affair between the Lord Jesus and His brethren. The episode of Joseph revealing himself to his
brothers gives us a little inkling of how wonderful that day of Christ's revelation will be.

Joseph is so charged with emotion that he can't contain himself. In the house of Pharaoh they can hear
the weeping. They can't understand what is happening over at Joseph's house. -McGee

Gen 45:3-4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, "I am Joseph; does my father still live?" But his brothers
could not answer him, for they were dismayed in his presence. And Joseph said to his brothers,
"Please come near to me." So they came near. Then he said: "l am Joseph your brother, whom you sold
into Egypt.

“Troubled” in our translation is really not strong enough. The brothers were terrified at his presence. |
tell you, if you think they were afraid before, they were really terrified now. It had been close to twenty—
five years since they had seen him when they sold him to the Ishmaelites, and they are sure that now he
will want to get his revenge. They are too shocked and frightened to speak.

“I'm your brother.” Here is a dramatic moment! Can you imagine how they feel? Notice the reaction of
Joseph here. He is not angry, and he does not seek revenge. That would be the normal, human reaction.
Then why doesn't he seek revenge? — McGee

Why did he ask for them to come near? What convinced the brothers that he was Joseph despite their
doubts?

Gen 45:5-8 But now, do not therefore be grieved or angry with yourselves because you sold me here;
for God sent me before you to preserve life. For these two years the famine has been in the land, and
there are still five years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvesting. And God sent me
before you to preserve a posterity for you in the earth, and to save your lives by a great

deliverance. So now it was not you who sent me here, but God; and He has made me a father to
Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt.
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You see, the thing that Joseph could see in all of this was that God had permitted it for a purpose. God
was moving in his life.

If you and | could see the hand of God in our lives, would we become angry and seek revenge? | don't
think we would. Again this man gives the glory to God.

Joseph was seventeen when he was brought into Egypt. He was thirty when he stood before Pharaoh.
There had been seven years of plenty and now there have passed two years of famine. So Joseph is
thirty—nine years old and has been living in the land of Egypt for twenty—two years. He sees the hand of
God in all of this. - McGee

Gen 45:9-11 "Hurry and go up to my father, and say to him, 'Thus says your son Joseph: "God has
made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not tarry. You shall dwell in the land of Goshen, and
you shall be near to me, you and your children, your children's children, your flocks and your herds,
and all that you have. There | will provide for you, lest you and your household, and all that you have,
come to poverty; for there are still five years of famine." '

Jacob and his family could not have survived had they stayed in the land of Palestine at this particular
time. They would have perished. Joseph wants to bring them down to the land of Goshen which is
actually the best part of Egypt. It is in that land that God is going to make them a nation, sheltered from
the rest of the world. The lives of the brothers revealed that they needed to get out of the land of
Canaan. - McGee

Gen 45:12-14 "And behold, your eyes and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see that it is my mouth
that speaks to you. So you shall tell my father of all my glory in Egypt, and of all that you have seen;
and you shall hurry and bring my father down here." Then he fell on his brother Benjamin's neck and
wept, and Benjamin wept on his neck.

| think that they stood there absolutely spellbound and were down on their faces and then up again and
that they had absolutely nothing to say as they listened to Joseph speaking words that seemed
unbelievable—they would have been unbelievable but Joseph was right there before them.

This is a tender scene between these two full-brothers. Joseph and Benjamin are both marvelous men. -
McGee

Gen 45:15-16 Moreover he kissed all his brothers and wept over them, and after that his brothers
talked with him. Now the report of it was heard in Pharaoh's house, saying, "Joseph's brothers have
come." So it pleased Pharaoh and his servants well.

There was all this noise in the house of Joseph, and the people could hear it. Pharaoh wanted to know
what was going on, and | suppose he asked one of the servants from Joseph's house what it all meant.
The servant probably said, “Well, you know those eleven men who came down from Canaan—they're
Joseph's brothers!” It delighted Pharaoh. Why would it delight him? Remember that Pharaoh was
probably a Hyksos king and of the same racial strain as Joseph and his family. He hadn't been able to
trust the Egyptians too much and was pleased with Joseph's faithfulness; so he was delighted that there
were going to be more like him. -McGee

Gen 45:17-20 And Pharaoh said to Joseph, "Say to your brothers, 'Do this: Load your animals and
depart; go to the land of Canaan. Bring your father and your households and come to me; | will give
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you the best of the land of Egypt, and you will eat the fat of the land. Now you are commanded—do
this: Take carts out of the land of Egypt for your little ones and your wives; bring your father and
come. Also do not be concerned about your goods, for the best of all the land of Egypt is yours."' "

Notice that Pharaoh orders wagons to be sent. The wheel was quite an invention, and these men from
Canaan were not using wagons yet, but the Egyptians were more advanced.

“You won't need to bring anything extra; we'll furnish everything you need.”

Gen 45:21-26 Then the sons of Israel did so; and Joseph gave them carts, according to the command of
Pharaoh, and he gave them provisions for the journey. He gave to all of them, to each man, changes
of garments; but to Benjamin he gave three hundred pieces of silver and five changes of

garments. And he sent to his father these things: ten donkeys loaded with the good things of Egypt,
and ten female donkeys loaded with grain, bread, and food for his father for the journey. So he sent
his brothers away, and they departed; and he said to them, "See that you do not become troubled
along the way." Then they went up out of Egypt, and came to the land of Canaan to Jacob their

father. And they told him, saying, "Joseph is still alive, and he is governor over all the land of Egypt."
And Jacob's heart stood still, because he did not believe them.

When Pharaoh heard what was going on, he told Joseph's brothers to bring their father and families
from Canaan, but not to bother bringing their heavy furniture and goods because he would provide
everything they needed. So they went back to Canaan with wagons provided by Pharaoh, and with
beautiful garments, animals, and provisions from Joseph. Benjamin got a gift of money and a special
wardrobe. Fearing that his brothers might accuse each other for their guilt in mistreating him years
earlier, Joseph warned them not to quarrel on their homeward journey.

On reaching home, they broke the news to Jacob. At first it was too much for him. But when he heard
the full story and saw the loaded carts, he knew it was true—Joseph was still alive and they would meet
again! — Believers Bible Commentary

Gen 45:27-28 But when they told him all the words which Joseph had said to them, and when he saw
the carts which Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of Jacob their father revived. Then Israel said,
"It is enough. Joseph my son is still alive. | will go and see him before I die."

On reaching home, they broke the news to Jacob. At first it was too much for him. But when he heard
the full story and saw the loaded carts, he knew it was true—Joseph was still alive and they would meet
again!

Joseph mentions his father five times in this chapter. This reveals his Christlikeness in addition to the free
forgiveness he extended to his brothers. It was our Lord's love for His Father and His desire to do the
Father's will that brought Him into the world to redeem fallen man. Joseph's love for Jacob is but a faint
shadow of that love. — Believers Bible Commentary



