
 

 

The Word Became Flesh 
 
Joh 1:1  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God.  
 
He did not have a beginning Himself, but existed from all eternity. As far as the human mind can 
go back, the Lord Jesus was there. He never was created. He had no beginning. (A genealogy 
would be out of place in this Gospel of the Son of God.) The Word was with God. He had a 
separate and distinct personality. He was not just an idea, a thought, or some vague kind of 
example, but a real Person who lived with God. The Word was God. He not only dwelt with God, 
but He Himself was God.  -BBC 
 
"The Word" is one of the highest and most profound titles of the Lord Jesus Christ. To 
determine the exact meaning is not easy. Obviously the Lord Jesus Christ is not the logos of 
Greek philosophy; rather He is the memra of the Hebrew Scriptures. Notice how important the 
Word is in the Old Testament. For instance, the name for Jehovah was never pronounced. It 
was such a holy word that they never used it at all. But this is the One who is the Word and, 
gathering up everything that was said of Him in the Old Testament - McGee 
 
The second statement is this, "and the Word was with God." This makes it abundantly clear that 
He is separate and distinct from God the Father. You cannot identify Him as God the Father 
because He is with God.- McGee 
 
John 1:14  Is the parallel verse. 
 
 
Joh 1:2  He was in the beginning with God.  
 
Verse 2 would appear to be a mere repetition of what has been said, but actually it is not. This 
verse teaches that Christ's personality and deity were without beginning. He did not become a 
person for the first time as the Babe of Bethlehem. Nor did He somehow become a god after His 
resurrection, as some teach today. He is God from all eternity. - BBC 
 
Joh 1:3  All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was 
made.  
 
All things were made through Him. He Himself was not a created being; rather He was the 
Creator of all things. This includes mankind, the animals, the heavenly planets, the angels —all 
things visible and invisible. Without Him nothing was made that was made. There can be no 
possible exception. If a thing was made, He made it. As Creator, He is, of course, superior to 
anything He has created. All three Persons of the Godhead were involved in the work of 
creation: “God created the heavens and the earth” (Gen_1:1). “The Spirit of God was hovering 
over the face of the waters” (Gen_1:2). “All things were created through Him (Christ) and for 
Him” (Col_1:16 b). -BBC 



 

 

 
Joh 1:4  In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.  
 
This proves the excellency of the Christian religion, that the author and founder of it is the same 
that was the author and founder of the world. How excellent must that constitution needs be 
which derives its institution from him who is the fountain of all excellency! When we worship 
Christ, we worship him to whom the patriarchs gave honour as the Creator of the world, and on 
whom all creatures depend. - Henry 
 
Joh 1:5  And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.  
 
That word "comprehend" is an unfortunate translation. And a wiseacre did not help it by 
rendering it, "and the darkness was not able to put it out." That is no translation at all. The word 
in the Greek is katelaben, meaning actually "to take down." It is the picture of a secretary to 
whom the boss is giving dictation, and she stops and says, "I can't take that down. I am not able 
to take it down." The light shines in darkness and the darkness is not able to take it in. That is it 
exactly. Someone said to him, "Boy, was I in darkness before I received Christ! And I don't know 
why I didn't see." Well, that is it: you were in darkness and you did not see. The darkness just 
cannot take it in. 
Now this is something quite interesting, and it is not true of physical light. You go into a dark 
room, and the minute you switch on the light, the darkness leaves, it disappears. Darkness and 
light cannot exist together physically. The moment you bring light in, darkness is gone. The 
minute light is taken out, darkness will come right back in. But spiritual light and darkness exist 
together. Sometimes there is a husband who is saved and a wife who is unsaved—or vice 
versa. Here is a believer working next to another man who says, "What do you mean when you 
talk about being a Christian? I do the best I can. Am I not a Christian?" There you have light and 
darkness side by side and the darkness just cannot take it in. That is exactly what is said here, 
"The light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not." 
 
Joh 1:6  There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  
Joh 1:7  This man came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all through him 
might believe.  
John wrought no miracle, nor do we find that he had visions and revelations; but the strictness 
and purity of his life and doctrine, and the direct tendency of both to reform the world, and to 
revive the interests of God's kingdom among men, were plain indications that he was sent of 
God.- Henry 
 
Joh 1:8  He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light.  
 
If John had tried to attract attention to himself, he would have been unfaithful to his appointed 
task. He pointed men to Jesus and not to himself. -BBC 
 
Joh 1:9  That was the true Light which gives light to every man coming into the world.  



 

 

Joh 1:10  He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not 
know Him.  
That was the tragedy—the world was in darkness, spiritual darkness, and did not know Him. 
Even today we are seeing the rise of atheism and unbelief, and we will see it more and more in 
the days that lie ahead. A great many people do not seem to recognize that unbelief and 
atheism go naturally with the natural man.-McGee 
 
Joh 1:11  He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him.  
 
Joh 1:12  But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of 
God, to those who believe in His name:  
 
Joh 1:13  who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, 
but of God.  
 
"But as many as received him, to them gave he power." The word power is not dunamis power 
like dynamite, physical power, but exousian power which is delegated power, authority. "But as 
many as received him, to them gave he the authority to become the sons of God [children, 
tekna of God], even to them that believe on his name." 
 
 
Notice that this is for "them that believe on his name." And always with the word "believe" there 
is a preposition. You see, faith, as the Bible uses it, is not just head knowledge. Many people 
ask, "You mean all that I have to do is to say I believe?" Yes, that is all you have to do, but let's 
see what that implies. With the verb "to believe" there is always a preposition—sometimes en 
(in), sometimes eis (into), or sometimes epi (upon). You must believe into, in, or upon Jesus 
Christ. Let me illustrate with a chair. I am standing beside a chair and I believe it will hold me up, 
but it is not holding me up. Why? Because I have only a head knowledge. I just say, "Yes, it will 
hold me up." Now suppose I believe into the chair by sitting in it. See what I mean? I am 
committing my entire weight to it and it is holding me up. Is Christ holding you up? Is He your 
Savior? It is not a question of standing to the side and saying, "Oh, yes, I believe Jesus is the 
Son of God." The question is have you trusted Him, have you believed into Him, are you resting 
in Him? This chair is holding me up completely. And at this moment Christ is my complete 
Savior. I am depending on Him; I am resting in Him. 
 
Joh 1:14  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the 
glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.  
 
And [the Word] dwelt among us" is the second statement in verse Joh_1:14. "Dwelt" is from 
skenoo; it means "He pitched His tent among us." Our human bodies are merely little tents in 
which we live. The apostle Paul used the same imagery: "… we know that if … this tabernacle 
were dissolved …" (2Co_5:1). This house in which we live is a tabernacle, a tent, that can be 
blown over in a night; it can be snuffed out in an instant. Because you and I live in these little 



 

 

tents, the God of eternity took upon Himself a human body and thus pitched His tent down here 
among us. Such is the second tremendous statement.- McGee 
 
He was full of grace and truth." The word "full" means that you just could not have any more. He 
brought all the deity with Him, and He was full of grace and full of truth when He came down 
here.- McGee 
 
Joh 1:15  John bore witness of Him and cried out, saying, "This was He of whom I said, 
'He who comes after me is preferred before me, for He was before me.' "  
 
Jesus came after John as far as His birth and ministry were concerned. He was born six months 
after John and presented Himself to the people of Israel some time after John had been 
preaching and baptizing. But Jesus was preferred before John. He was greater than John; He 
was worthy of more honor, the simple reason being that He was before John. He existed from 
all eternity—the Son of God.-BBC 
 
Joh 1:16  And of His fullness we have all received, and grace for grace.  
 
Joh 1:17  For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ.  
 
Joh 1:18  No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom 
of the Father, He has declared Him.  
 
"No man hath seen God at any time." Why? He will explain it in this Gospel; the Lord Jesus will 
tell the woman at the well, "God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit 
and in truth" (Joh_4:24)—for God is spirit. No man has seen God at any time. What about the 
appearances in the Old Testament? God never revealed Himself in the Old Testament to the 
eyes of man.- McGee 
 
 


